politicians in other countries, have been tempted to relax his
efforts for the sake of a cushioned old age in a comfortable job.

His goal seemed as distant as at the beginning, fifty years
before. Not all his efforts had roused any particular interest
abroad for the Czechs and Slovaks. Apart from a few unheeded
specialists like Wickham Steed and Seton Watson, who had
studied the subject races of the Austro-Hungarian Empire,
nobody in the outer world knew or cared who the Czechs and
Slovaks were, any more than anybody cares to-day about the
Basques, and Masaryk, going into exile with a death sentence
over him when he was already within reach of the allotted span,
looked at the World War and gloomily foretold that 'nothing
would be done for us in the case of an Allied victory'.

That, in the event, free Czechoslovakia rose from the ashes,
was his work, and that of his companion and exile and successor
Eduard Benes. Journeying all over the Allied and neutral
world, to America and Russia and France and Italy, working
busily in Geneva and at Hampstead, he gradually won Allied
support for his cause until first France, then America, England
and Italy officially recognized the Czechoslovaks as an Allied
nation and their liberation from Austro-Hungarian rule as an
Allied cause, so that at Washington on October i8th, Masaryk
proclaimed Czechoslovakia an independent State and in
Prague on November i4th the Revolutionary National
Assembly, having taken over control from the collapsing
Habsburg administration, unanimously elected him President of
Czechoslovakia.

That was his diplomatic achievement. His other great
achievement was the creation of a Czechoslovak Army, In
their own country the Czechs were serving, many of them even
loyally, as conscripts with the Imperial Austro-Hungariaa
army. Abroad, Czech emigrants or Czechs who had been taken
prisoners of war by or deserted to the French, Italians and
Russians were formed into Czechoslovak Legions, that fought
with the Allies.

When Russia collapsed, and the Soviets turned hostile to
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